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eBooks in What Format 

Have you recently been trying to decide 
what to get as an electronic book 
(eBook) reader? Or wondering what 
formats of eBooks your new device will 
be able to read? Here are a few tips that 
will assist you to make the right decision. 
The “tablet” or “slate” type devices that 
are designed with book reading in mind 
include; iPad, a range of Android tablets, 
lots of windows slate devices, Kindle, 
Sony, Kobo, or Nook and even more. All 
of these devices have their strengths, 
but here I want to highlight the format of 
their eBooks. 
As you know picture files can be Jpeg, 
Tiff, Gif, Png or BitMap etc - eBooks also 
come in many different file formats. 
The standard for reading documents use 
to be PDF. Computers usually come 
with Adobe Reader, free software, and 
this is also a free app on many devices 
like iPad, Android, Windows, Sony, 
Kindle, Nook and others. 
However the new standard has become 
ePub, which is utilised by iPads, 
Androids, Kobo, Sony, and Google’s 
vast list of titles. Kindle cannot yet read 
ePub books, but with file conversion it 
can. Kindle uses Mobi file format. 
eBook file conversion software exists to 
change the file format from one to 
another, however this doesn’t work with 
eBooks that have DRM (that is digital 
rights management ie copy protection).  
Another option is, if you like the list of 
titles in Amazon, but prefer the iPad 
device – then Kindle have an app for the 
iPad to read their ebooks.   
Happy Reading! 
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